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Mayor CHEN, Ju
Office of the Mayor
Kaohsun, Taiwan

August 13, 2013
Dear Mayor Chen:

I am writing to urge you not to build Road 1-4 through the Jiading Wetlands. Although I understand
that you promised to build this road when you were running for mayor, | hope that the following
information will convince you to change your mind and show you that it will be better for Kaohsun if
you do not build the road.

SAVE International is dedicated to preserving the endangered Black-faced Spoonbill (Platalea
minor), a species of bird that migrates every year between Taiwan, mainland China, Japan, Korea,
and several other countries in east Asia. We have been involved in planning and policy in Taiwan
since 1997, when we helped stop the proposed Binnan Industrial Complex from being built at Chigu
Lagoon. We used a combination of land-planning, science, and democratic design to create a
sustainable alternative plan that benefits people, spoonbills, and the larger ecosystem. Since then, we
have continued to be active in Taiwan, Japan, and Korea. We help people to see that healthy wetlands
and habitat for spoonbills are good for the economy as well as for the environment.

As you may realize, Black-faced Spoonbills have had a lot to do with the success of the Southwest
Coast National Scenic Area and the tourism-based businesses in Tainan, Chiayi and Yunlin counties.
You may know about these spoonbills if you have seen them at Jiading or seen their pictures on the
Taiwanese passport. People all over Taiwan recognize these rare and beautiful birds and are proud of
what their leaders and fellow citizens have been doing to protect this endangered bird and its habitat.

This past winter, 154 individual Black-faced Spoonbills lived at the Jiading Wetlands, as did many
other birds and other wildlife. Under the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, any site that supports
more than 1% of the population of a species is a “wetland of international importance”. The 154
spoonbills at the Jiading Wetlands were more than 5% of the world population of roughly 2,700, so
Jiading deserves the strong protection that the Ramsar Convention suggests.

Black-faced Spoonbills are shy around humans and require large areas of open water to feel safe,
however, so you will risk scaring away the spoonbills if you build Road 1-4. The total area of the
Jiading Wetlands is roughly 180 hectares, and although Roads 1-1 and 1-6 have already divided the
wetlands into a few smaller pieces, the large remaining northeastern piece (80 hectares) is still large
enough to be valuable habitat. Road 1-4 would run right through the middle of this large piece and
would make it much worse as habitat for spoonbills. The spoonbills that lived at Jiading last year
might crowd together in smaller areas or might move to a new place, but overcrowding makes birds
vulnerable to diseases such as botulism, which killed 70 spoonbills in Taiwan several years ago.

The proposal to build Road 1-4 deserves careful analysis, according to the national standards for an
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). As you know, the national legislature recently passed the
strong Taiwan Wetland Law, after a debate of ten years. Starting in January 2014, roads proposed
through wetlands, such as Road 1-4, will be subject to these national standards. | am sure that a
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thorough EIA would reveal the unacceptable impacts of Road 1-4. Although you could build Road 1-4 now without an EIA that meets
the national standards, you would miss an important opportunity to preserve the Jiading Wetlands and be a proactive leader.

It is our understanding that Road 1-4 is not needed as people could simply use other roads to get around the Jiading Wetlands. Road
1-4 might save people a few minutes of driving time, but you would lose much more value from your environment than you would
gain in convenience.

You have already shown that you are a champion of environmental and progressive social causes, such as providing funds for several
wetland parks in Kaohsun. | hope that you will continue your record of good policies by changing your mind about Road 1-4 and
doing what is best for the people of Kaohsun and the environment.

If you have any questions for me or my colleagues at SAVE International, please do not hesitate to ask. | look forward to hearing
from you.

Respectfully,

Derek Schubert
President, SAVE International
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